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ADVANCE APPLICATIONS OF CARDIOVASCULAR MRI:  FOCUS ON CONTRAST IMAGING OF THE MYOCARDIUM
R.W. Biederman
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Introduction:  Gadolinium imaging has been demonstrated for vascular applications, the use of gadolinium contrast for assessment of myocardial viability has been well defined in the last decade.

Body: Recently, more advanced utilization of gadolinium for assessment of non-ischemic cardiomyopathies have been demonstrated. The proven utility and ongoing investigations into such applications as sarcoid, amyloid, viral cardiomyopathy are of critical clinical importance. Recent insights into the detection and prognostication of certain novelfeatures derivable from gadolinium imaging via CMR in regards to LVAD and transplant requirements have demonstrated the ongoing utility and future promise for CM.

Conclusion: CMR provides an ideal non-invasive imaging modality to evaluate myocardial characteristics.

